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Have  You  Made  Reservations  For 

The  State  Superintendent's  Conference? 

Don't  forget  to  register  for  the  State  Superintendent's  Con- 
ference to  be  held  at  Helena's  Colonial  Inn  on  September  1 5-1 6, 
1988.  Special  topic  for  the  conference  will  be  the  State 
Superintendent's  proposal  for  funding  Montana  schools.  The 
speakers  will  include  Dr.  Bill  Kirby,  Texas  Commissioner  of 
Education,  former  Colorado  State  Superintendent  Dr.  Cal 
Frazier,  and  Idaho  State  Superintendent  Jerry  Evans.  For  more 
information  contact  Myrna  Omholt,  Office  of  Public  Instruction, 
444-3654. 


CCSSO  Surveys  States 
On  AIDS  Education 

Twenty-eight  states  have  a  state  policy  or  law  on  AIDS  educa- 
tion and  24  states  mandate  that  students  be  taught  about  the 
disease  in  school,  according  to  a  state-by-state  survey  recently 
compiled  by  the  Council  of  Chief  State  School  Officers. 

The  grade  level  at  which  schools  introduce  students  to  AIDS 
instruction  varies  widely,  with  nine  states  reporting  that  AIDS 
education  begins  in  kindergarten.  Seven  states  begin  instruc- 
tion by  sixth  grade.  Instruction  in  the  early  grades  (K-3)  is 
designed  to  allay  fears  of  the  disease  and  of  becoming  infected. 
Information  about  transmission  and  prevention  is  taught  in 
later  grades. 

The  survey  also  determined  that  28  states  provided  cur- 
riculum guidelines  for  teaching  about  AIDS  in  the  classroom, 
although  only  eight  of  those  states  mandated  the  curriculum 
guidelines.  The  eight  states  with  a  mandatory  AIDS  education 
curriculum  for  use  by  local  school  districts  are:  Alabama, 
Delaware,  Hawaii,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Oklahoma,  Rhode  Island 
and  Virginia. 

The  survey  found  that  27  of  the  states  with  curriculum  or  cur- 
riculum guidelines  recommended  integrating  instruction  about 
AIDS  into  existing  courses,  while  one  state— Hawaii— suggested 
that  local  schools  teach  about  the  disease  in  a  separate  course 
or  a  separate  unit  within  a  course. 


Related  Information:  Under  a  project  funded  by  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction  plans  to  hire 
an  AIDS  Program  Specialist.  We  will  include  more  information 
on  this  position  as  it  becomes  available. 


Jon  Quam  Employed  By 
Chief  State  School  Officers 

Ion  Quam,  who  served  as  OPI's  Arts  Education  Specialist  from 
1 981  -1 983,  has  been  hired  by  the  Council  of  Chief  State  School 
Officers  in  Washington,  DC.  Quam  will  be  director  of  school- 
college  collaboration  and  teacher  education. 


Do  You  Have  An  Outstanding 
Social  Studies  Program? 

The  National  Council  for  the  Social  Studies  (NCSS)  will  identify 
and  recognize  outstanding  social  studies  programs  being  im- 
plemented in  the  United  States.  An  exemplary  program  is  de- 
fined as  a  currently  implemented  social  studies  program  of 
outstanding  quality  based  on  a  curricular  framework  consis- 
tent with  the  NCSS  Social  Studies  Curriculum  Guidelines.  Pro- 
grams must  encourage  articulation,  balance  of  content,  a  varie- 
ty of  teaching  strategies,  and  the  involvement  of  teachers, 
students,  and  the  community. 

Exemplary  programs  will  be  selected  from  five  categories: 
K-12  district  entry,  K-6  elementary  entry  (primary  or  in- 
termediate), middle  school/junior  high  entry,  senior  high  entry, 
teacher  education  (district/staff  development,  college,  universi- 
ty)- 

For  more  information  on  this  program  contact  Ed  Eschler, 
Social  Studies  Specialist,  Office  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena,  MT 
59620,  444-4433. 


OPI  staff  Changes 

Nancy  Lukenbill,  OPI's  Gifted  and  Talented  Program  Specialist 
since  1 979,  will  leave  that  position  in  August. 

Two  new  programs  being  implemented:  Programs  for  At-Risk 
Students  (contact  Ed  Bergquist,  Special  Assistant  to  the 
Superintendent,  444-4397)  and  Programs  for  Homeless 
Children  and  Youth  (Terry  Teichrow,  Homeless  Children  and 
Youth  Specialist,  444-2036). 


National  Crime 
Prevention  Month 

October  is  National  Crime  Prevention  Month.  As  part  of  its 
observance  the  National  Crime  Prevention  Council  is  offering 
the  "McGruff"  Halloween  Safety  Tips  Coloring  Book.  For  more 
information  contact  the  National  Crime  Prevention  Council, 
Special  Products  Office,  1  Prospect  Street,  Amsterdam,  NY 
12010,  (518)  842-4388. 


New  Procedure  Instituted  For 
Large  OPI  Mailings 

In  an  effort  to  save  staff  time  and  budgets  we  are  instituting  a 
new  mail  procedure  for  the  fall.  Mailings  that  go  to  all  county 
superintendents,  all  district  superintendents,  and/or  all  prin- 
cipals will  be  mailed  together  every  Friday.  Watch  for  this  mail- 
ing: It  will  include  materials  from  transportation,  state  aid,  ac- 
creditition,  OPI  Report,  etc. 


Energy  Grants 

Avaimole  to  Montana  Schools 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 
(DNRC)  has  announced  that  grants  again  are  available  to  Mon- 
tana schools  through  the  Energy  Ediication  Minigrant  Program. 
Grants  of  up  to  $500  will  be  awarded  to  selected  applicants. 
DNRC  has  up  to  $5,000  for  the  grants.  Applications  are  due  Oc- 
tober 14,  1988. 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  to  develop  creative  classroom 
energy  projects  and  distribute  information  about  them  so 
teachers  in  other  Montana  schools  can  undertake  similar  ac- 
tivities. Most  projects  focusing  on  basic  energy  concepts  are 
eligible  for  consideration.  DNRC  encourages  projects  developed 
around  classroom  activities  that  deal  with  conservation  or 
Montana's  renewable  resources. 

For  more  information  on  applying  for  a  minigrant,  write 
Peggy  Nelson,  DNRC  Energy  Division,  1 520  E.  6th  Ave.,  Helena, 
MT  59620-2301  Or  call  her  at  444-6697. 

Last  year  DNRC  and  Office  of  Public  Instruction  staff  members 
selected  nine  projects  from  21  applications  submitted  by 
teachers  across  the  state.  Selected  projects  were: 

*  Art  Sikkink,  $450  to  study  solar  heating  at  Seeley-Swan 
High  School. 

*  Mark  Beckwith,  $376  for  a  wind  tunnel  at  Cut  Bank  High 
School. 

*  Meg  Langley,  $405  for  measuring  local  wind  conditions  at 
the  Browning  Middle  School. 

*  Judy  Graham  and  Susan  Martenson,  $480  to  develop  an 
energy  library  for  the  Devlin  Elementary  School. 

*  Curt  Prchal,  $450  for  energy  modules  for  the  technology 
education  program  being  developed  at  Will  James  )unior  High 
School  in  Billings. 

*  Linda  Borntrager,  $500  for  a  passive  solar  energy  study 
unit  at  the  Bloomfield  School. 

*  Barb  Ridgway  and  Gene  Menicucci,  $500  for  energy 
education  trunks  for  1 3  Helena  area  elementary  schools. 

*  Margaret  Lind,  $499  for  an  introductory  unit  on  solar 
energy  at  Roundup  junior-Senior  High  School. 

*  Susan  Wallace,  $329  for  making  and  evaluating  insulated 
window  coverings  at  the  Marion  School. 


State  Superintendent's  Conference 

When: 

Thursday  and  Friday 
September  15-16,  1988 

where: 

Colonial  Inn,  Helena 

Theme: 

Funding  Schools  in  the  1 990s 

Speakers: 

Dr.  Bill  Kirby,  Commissioner  of  Education, 
State  of  Texas 

Dr.  Cal  Frazier,  former  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  State  of  Colorado 

Mr.  jerry  Evans,  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  State  of  Idaho 

Special 
Topic: 

State  Superintendent's  Proposal  for  Funding 
Montana  Schools 

To  make  reservations  call: 

Myrna  Omholt 

Office  of  Public  Instruction 

State  Capitol,  Room  1 06 
Helena,  MT  59620 

444-3654 

Calendar 

Sept.  15-16— State  Superintendent's  Conference, 

Helena 
Sept.  1 5-1 6— Board  of  Public  Education,  Helena;  also 

State  Board  of  Education 


Office  of  Public  Instruction 

State  Capitol 

Helena,  Montana  59620 


